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What is  
FLL?

For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology

A program to help children 
discover the fun in science 
and technology while 
building self-confidence, 
knowledge and life skills. 



International

• Began in 1998 with 200 teams 
• 265,000+ children participating 
• 80 countries 



Teams

Aged 9 to 16
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Impact

Scotland: 
• 87% more interested in building robots 
• 81% more interested in programming 
• Almost half called FLL difficult —  

but 95% of these also called it fun ! 

Internationally: 
• 86% of parents say their children are 

more interested in computing and 
technology 

• Over 40% of participants go on to  
study engineering at university 

• Of female participants, 33% do so
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Scotland’s Digital Technologies sector: 

• 9,600 new entrants needed in 2015 
• Scotland’s Universities only produce  

1,800 qualified graduates a year 
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1,800 qualified graduates a year 

It is improving: 
• STEM subjects enrolment is on the rise 

• Up 21% in computing (past two years) 
• Up 10% in engineering (last year) 
• Up 26% in maths & physics (last year)

• Work in progress to improve curriculum,  
provide teacher CPD, and retrain graduates 

• But more needs to be done!



  The Landscape



2015
Plan

4 Tournaments 
Glasgow 
Edinburgh 
Dundee 
Aberdeen 

60 teams — 
500 children



How You 
Can Help

Share advice 

Spread the word 

Become a mentor or coach 

Volunteer to help at the 
tournaments 

Sponsor a team or an event



2015
Costs

Glasgow Tournament (large) £8,000

Edinburgh Tournament (large) £8,000

Aberdeen Tournament (standard) £6,000

Dundee Tournament (standard) £6,000

Launch event venue hire (2 x £500) £1000

Gold Team @ £1K (20 teams) £20,000

Silver Team @ £400 (40 teams) £16,000

Total £65,000



Sustainable
&

Inclusive

Silver Support Tier
• FLL registration fee covered 
• Paired with an engineer mentor 
• Support throughout 

Gold Support Tier
preference to underrepresented groups 
• FLL registration fee covered 
• Paired with an engineer mentor 
• Support throughout 
• Mindstorms Robot kit to keep  

(kit must be used for entire class) 
• CPD/training day 
• One on-site visit



Long
Term
Plans



Long
Term
Plans



Long
Term
Plans



Questions



Questions

Who should be funding initiatives like FLL? 



Questions

Who should be funding initiatives like FLL? 

How can we broaden participation more? 



Questions

Who should be funding initiatives like FLL? 

How can we broaden participation more? 

What growth is realistic?


